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Sermon excerpt from the 2011 Dana Greeley Award Sermon winners  
Rev. Craig Schwalenberg and Sarah Summers on the Ethical Aspects of Climate Change in 2011.  
 
Start by lighting a Chalice 
The flaming chalice is the symbol of our larger Unitarian Universalist community, our shared historical 
tradition, and our free, affirming faith. The flaming chalice was a gift from a refugee, a victim of war and 
discrimination, given in thanks for aid from afar, and compassion across borders and boundaries. May this 
flame, along with our presence here together, mark this time and this place as sacred. 
 
First Person: 
But we have only begun to love the Earth. We have only begun to imagine the fullness of life. 
 
Second Person:  
How could we tire of hope? So much is in bud. 
 
First Person: How can desire fail? We have only begun to imagine justice and mercy. 
 
Second Person: Only begun to envision, how it might be to live as siblings with beast and flower, not as 
oppressors. 
 
First Person: Surely, our river cannot already be hastening into the sea of non-being. 
 
Second Person: Surely, it cannot drag in the silt, all that is innocent. 
 
First Person: Not yet. Not yet. There is too much broken that must be mended. 
 
Second Person: Too much hurt that we have done to each other that cannot yet be forgiven. 
 
First Person: We have only begun to know the power that is in us, if we would join our solitudes in the 
communion of struggle. 
 
Second Person: So much is unfolding that must complete its gesture. So much is in bud. 
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Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations  
on Global Warming/Climate Change 
 
Environmental justice is the recognition that environmental degradation disproportionately harms those who 
are poor and marginalized, even while they derive less benefit and have less control over how our resources 
are used. These concerns are especially true with global warming/climate change. As weather patterns 
change, causing drought in some areas and flooding in others, poorer peoples lack the resources to respond to 
these disasters and bear the brunt of suffering when they happen. 
 
Our Unitarian Universalist (UU) spiritual values call us to act on the personal, local, and national levels to 
adopt practices that will reverse global warming/climate change, and to do so in ways that are just and 
equitable. 
  
 
Earth, Our Deep-Home-Place 
by Judy Moores, UU Church of Davis, California  
 
We live in perilous times. The news from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change becomes 
increasingly dire with every scientific report that it issues. (1) Carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is already 
over 385ppm and rising about 2ppm per year.  
 
In June of 2008, Dr. James Hansen, Director of the NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies predicted that 
unless global emissions are reduced to 350ppm soon that we can expect a sea level rise of at least two meters 
within a century. Millions around the world will be displaced and increasing numbers of animal and plant 
species will go extinct. (2) As Claudia Kern, of the UU Ministry for Earth, writes, “If we are to heal our 
suffering planet and respond justly and compassionately to the inevitable chaos that climate change is 
bringing, it seems very clear that we need a rapid evolutionary leap in consciousness.” (3) Such a leap 
requires that we rethink our relationship to Earth.  
 
We need to develop a sense of gratitude so deep that we are willing to consider our every action – large or 
small – every day – and make critical positive decisions for the health of our planet. We need to understand 
our direct dependence on Earth. If we continue on our current path, Descartes’ words, “The unexamined life 
is not worth living,” take on profound implications for our continued presence as a species on Earth. Van 
Jones suggests in his article, “In Need of A Good Word” in Orion Magazine (Jan-Feb, 2008) the words 
environment, ecology, sustainability, conservation and green, neither help us understand that our 
grandchildren are more important than the bottom line and our personal comfort nor include people of all 
political persuasions, ethnicities, and nationalities. He says we need a terminology that invites everyone into 
the effort to transform the way we live on the planet.”  
 
To address these concerns, I would like to suggest that we begin to refer to our planet as “Earth, Our Deep-
Home-Place” to mean the unique location in the Universe that is our ancestral home, our current home, and 
the only home that we will ever have – a place deserving of reverence, gratitude, wonder, love and care. 
Deep – home – place – all simple words that we have used for centuries and perhaps, millennia.  
 


