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February 12, 2011, Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Scripture: Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46 
 
Theme(s): Sin (leprosy) separates us from community. 
 
Tie-in to Climate Justice: 
 
• We must confess to our sins…of greed, selfishness, consumerism. 
• We must expand our notion of the harm done by sin to include the global community, especially the 

global poor. 
• Themes of confession, willingness to be marked as unclean, openness to change. 
 
Scripture: 1st Corinthians 10:31-11:1 
 
Theme(s): Strive to please God in all we do.  Be attentive to the needs of all. 
 
Tie-in to Climate Justice:  
 
• Living in a way that is mindful of both the gifts of God’s Creation and the needs of our brothers and 

sisters is a requirement of our faith.   
• Selfishness, hoarding, carelessness is an offense to God and our neighbor. 
• Consuming resources beyond our needs is “giving offense” to our neighbor. 
• Imitating Christ means being attentive to our Earth and our neighbors. 
 
Scripture: Mark 1:40-45 
 
Theme(s): Jesus shows great sympathy to the sinful.  Ask for mercy with sincerity and it will be granted.  
Trust in God’s mercy and salvation.  
 
Tie-in to Climate Justice:  
 
• We must fall to our knees, admit our faults, and ask for God’s mercy and healing. 
• Freed from our sins, we will find new life, spread the good news and share our joy with the world. 
• By our example, others will seek to be forgiven of their faults. 
• Soon the world will be renewed, all life upheld, and human dignity cherished. 
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Adult Education Resources 
• For a comprehensive list of resources, visit the Catholic Climate Covenant website: 

http://catholicclimatecovenant.org/resources.  Included are bulletin inserts, flyers, short one or two page 
“primers” and much more. 

• Just Faith – God’s Creation Cries for Justice. Climate Change: Impact and Response.  This eight-session 
module explores climate justice through the lens of Catholic Social Teaching and the U.S. Bishops 2001 
Climate Document. http://www.justfaith.org/programs/justmatters-m_godscreation.html  
For more information e-mail David Horvath at david@justfaith.org 

• National Catholic Rural Life Conference Global Climate Change: A Catholic Response.  This five-part, 
free download is based on a shared praxis model. http://www.ncrlc.com/page.aspx?ID=92  

• Franciscan Action Network: C4C: Franciscan Care for Creation.  This small group formation process 
focuses on environmental justice.  http://www.franciscanaction.org/c4c  

• Ave Maria Press – Catholics Going Green. This six-part adult study program looks at environmental 
justice through the lens of Catholic Social Teaching.  
www.avemariapress.com/itemdetail.cfm?nItemid=958  

 
Youth Education Resources 
• Center for Ministry Development and the Catholic Coalition on Climate Change: Friending Planet Earth: 

Helping Youth Understand Solidarity and Sustainability in Light of Climate Change.  This six session 
learning program designed for high school-aged students in schools or in youth groups.  See: 
http://catholicclimatecovenant.org/resources.  Scroll to “New Resources: For Schools, Youth, Colleges 
and Adult Education.” 

• IHM Sisters The Earth is Your Home: A three part DVD series and Study Guide geared to youth groups 
and junior high groups. www.ihmsisters.org/www/Justice_Peace_and_Sustainability/climatechange.asp  

 
Liturgical 
• Do a Sprinkling Rite instead of the Penitential Rite 

• Sing the Gloria if your parish doesn’t normally do so during Ordinary Time 

• Include Prayers for the victims of climate change in the Prayers of the Faithful 

• Download and copy the St. Francis Pledge as a bulletin insert http://catholicclimatecovenant.org/wp-
content/uploads/2010/04/Bulletin-What-You-Can-Do.pdf  
 
Hymns 
• Stewards of Earth 

• Canticle of the Sun 

• How Great Thou Art 


