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Scripture: 2 Kings 5:1-14 
 
Naaman, the Syrian, comes to Elisha to be healed of leprosy—He rejects the prophet’s instruction at first but 
relents and dips himself in the Jordan seven times; he is healed. 
 
Theme(s): Belief can be healing all by itself.  
 
Tie-in to environmental stewardship:  
 
• Our power of choice and responsibility  
• Leprosy can be a metaphor for a sick and unhealthy Earth. The cure may be change in behavior and not 

always easy, but if we believe there are solutions and if we do our part, we can help to heal the Earth. 
Like Naaman, we should do that which we are called to do: "till and keep the garden" (Genesis 2), which 
is ultimately the responsible thing to do. Solutions are possible if we recognize them and believe in them. 

 
Scripture: 1st Corinthians 9:24-27 
 
Do you not know that in a race the runners all compete, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way 
that you may win it. 25Athletes exercise self-control in all things; they do it to receive a perishable garland, 
but we are an imperishable one. 26So I do not run aimlessly, nor do I box as though beating the air; 27but I 
punish my body and enslave it, so that after proclaiming to others I myself should not be disqualified.    
 
Theme(s): We must try our best in all that we do.   
 
Tie-in to clean air and justice for the Earth: 
 
Being the best we can be and helping others to be the best they can be is not just for personal gain or 
recognition. It is for all that is around us. It is for what sustains us. When we run a race honestly we don’t 
trip or get in the way of others, we just do the best we can. If we want justice for all, we make sure that our 
behavior doesn’t harm anyone else or their resources. Be the best we can be, but not at the expense of others!  
There will be consequences if we harm others on our way to making a fortune. 
 



www.InterfaithPowerandLight.org 2 

The Gospel : Scripture: Mark 1: 40-45  
40 A leper* came to him begging him, and kneeling* he said to him, ‘If you choose, you can make me clean.’ 
41Moved with pity,* Jesus* stretched out his hand and touched him, and said to him, ‘I do choose. Be made 
clean!’ 42Immediately the leprosy* left him, and he was made clean. 43After sternly warning him he sent him 
away at once, 44saying to him, ‘See that you say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, and 
offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.’ 45But he went out and began to 
proclaim it freely, and to spread the word, so that Jesus* could no longer go into a town openly, but stayed 
out in the country; and people came to him from every quarter. 
 
Theme(s): Jesus as healer of things that others wouldn’t touch. 
 
Tie-in to Clean Air and Global Warming: 
 
There are people who don’t believe that humans are harming the planet and they don’t want to discuss or get 
involved with subjects like climate change. What if Jesus had not wanted to get involved with people who 
were “unclean” or not thought of as part of the “normal cultural society.” 
 
Jesus healed those who others wouldn’t touch. We as Christians have a responsibility to heal what is broken 
or destroyed even if others disagree with our assessment. We know that when Jesus saw wounds and scars he 
would step in to heal. Even though there are some who denounce that the climate is changing due to human 
activity, we are not allowed to ignore it. Our responsibility is to help everything that God created be the best 
it can be. “Run like you want to win,” from Corinthians, read earlier. 
 
Our job is to win and right now we are losing the race. Our skies are more polluted in some areas and will be 
increasingly so unless we put limits on fossil fuel emissions. It is our job (our responsibility) to do the work 
that others have rejected in order to win the race. And it is a race. Can we get there in time or will we have 
put so much greenhouse gas in the atmosphere that life as we know it will diminish drastically? Will we 
continue to let polluters jeopardize the clean air that our children need to be healthy or will we find ways to 
have our air be as clean and healthy as it was meant to be?   
 
There is a pretty good chance that we can reverse the trend if we all work together and take Jesus’ model of 
picking up the pieces or reaching out to people in need – people with leprosy – and helping to heal through 
love and devotion. 
 
We can take on the same sense of justice that Jesus had. Everyone should be safe from leprosy and every 
person old and young has a right to clean air. 


