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Tu B’Shvat 
 
Tu B’Shvat 5772 begins on the evening of February 7th. Historically an agricultural holiday centered around 
bringing food offerings to the Temple, Tu B’Shvat is today celebrated as something of a Jewish Earth Day—
a day to honor our connections with the Earth.  
 
There are many ways that Tu B’Shvat traditions could be incorporated into the 2012 Preach-In on Global 
Warming. Here are a few ideas, and check out the links below for more information and resources. 

• Host a local-foods Tu B’Shvat seder, and teach participants about how the food we eat impacts our 
environment. 

• As a community, plant trees! Remember to include children and youth. 
• The birthday of trees is a great time of year to begin a new environmental initiative in your 

congregation or community. Possibilities include recycling, food composting, energy-efficiency 
projects, organizing a “green team,” and more. 

 
Tu B’Shvat Resources 
 
Hazon 
http://www.hazon.org/resources/holidays/tubshvat/ 
 
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism  
http://rac.org/pubs/holidayguides/tubshvat/ 
 
The United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
http://uscj2004.aptinet.com/Tu_BShvat5760.html 
 
Canfei Nesharim 
http://canfeinesharim.org/community/shevat.php 
 
G-dcast 
Short animated video, “Honi Comes Full Circle: A Tale for Tu B’shvat.” http://www.g-dcast.com/tu-bshvat 
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Parshat Yitro  
 
Parshat Yitro (Shmot/Exodus 18:1-20:23) 
Haftarah for Shabbat Yitro (Isaiah 6:1-7:6; 9:5-6 [6:1-13]) 
 
Exodus 18:13-26 
Moses heeds the advice of his father-in-law, who is not Jewish, to share the burden of leadership with others 
in the community. Moses is willing to listen to outside experts and act quickly to make changes. In order to 
respond to the climate crisis, it is important that we listen to climate scientists, be willing to adapt, and work 
in partnership with many different kinds of people. Also, as Jethro’s model illustrates, many people can share 
in leadership. Each of us can play a role in caring for Creation.  
 
19:5-6 
The Earth belongs to God: “All the earth is Mine.” We are God’s hands and feet and eyes on Earth, God’s 
servants: “You shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” Created with a spark of the Divine, 
we need to care for the Earth as God cares for the Earth. It is our responsibility to be good stewards of God’s 
Creation. 
 
To Be Holy 
A note about Kadosh, meaning “holy.” Literally, it means “set apart;” but we truly understand this word 
based on how it is used: 
 
Kiddush – Said on Shabbat, around a table, with loved ones—or at synagogue, with community. 
 
Kiddushin – Marriage: the uniting of two people who love each other. 
 
Kaddish – Prayer recited by mourners. In order to say Kaddish, a minyan, or community, must be present. 
 
Kedushah – This prayer also requires a minyan. Without sufficient community, the Amidah prayer is silent 
and the Kedushah is skipped. 
 
The opposite of Kadosh is Chol, meaning “ordinary.” It also means sand—small, individual particles that are 
disconnected from each other. 
 
To be holy, then, is to be connected—with God, each other and our planet. 
 
19:7-9 
“All that God has spoken we will do!” Our texts and prayers are meant to inform and inspire our actions, but 
are we really doing all that God has spoken when it comes to caring for the Earth and other people? 
It is when the people answer as one that God responds. This illustrates the power of all the people speaking 
and acting as one—the power of coordinated, collective action and commitment. We could be more effective 
in responding to climate change if we worked together, speaking and acting as one. 
 
19:16-20 
God appears to Moses and the people through nature: thunder, lightning, a dense cloud, smoke, fire, 
mountain and the trembling of the Earth. Nature is a place where God and humans meet, where Divine 
encounter and communication is possible. When the natural world is despoiled, is our ability to encounter 
God impeded? 
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20:1-6 
“You shall have no other gods besides Me.” If the people bow down and serve other gods, then God will 
“visit the guilt of the parents upon the children, upon the third and… fourth generations of those who reject 
Me.” Indeed, the effects of global warming will be inflicted on future generations, perhaps because we have 
served gods of wealth, individualism and rampant consumer craving. 
 
20:8-11 
Shabbat rest is for people, animals and the Earth; all are included in God’s circle of concern. Shabbat is a 
celebration of God’s work of Creation, and is holy. Part of our work during the week should be to continue 
to celebrate God’s Creation by protecting it, rather than contributing to its undoing. The holiness of Shabbat 
is meant to spill over and be reflected in our lives all week long. 
 
20:19-22 
“You shall not make any gods of silver, nor...of gold.” This is a compelling message warning against idolatry 
in the form of money and wealth.  
“Make for Me an altar of earth.” We come from the Earth. An altar is a point of Divine connection, a place 
where we connect with God. In this verse, God commands that our altars be made of Earth. 
“If you make for me an altar of stones, do not build it of hewn stones; for by wielding your tool upon them 
you have profaned them.” We are to respect God’s Creation, the stones, as they are. In the Torah, God places 
limits and boundaries on our work. In this verse, too much human alteration of the natural world is shown to 
be a desecration. 
 
 
Jewish Environmental Resources 
 
Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life (COEJL) 
http://coejl.org/ 
 
Hazon 
Focuses on food, the environment, and sustainable communities 
http://www.hazon.org 
 
Isabella Freedman Jewish Retreat Center’s Center for Environment and Sustainability 
http://isabellafreedman.org/environment/intro 
 
Jewcology 
Web platform for Jewish environmentalists to share resources and teachings 
http://www.jewcology.com/ 
 
Teva Learning Alliance 
http://tevalearningcenter.org/ 
 
The Shalom Center 
For commentaries on Torah portions, click on “Torah Commentary” on the top menu. Directed by Rabbi 
Arthur Waskow. 
http://www.theshalomcenter.org/ 
 
GreenFaith 
Jewish Statements on the Environment:  
http://greenfaith.org/religious-teachings/jewish-statements-on-the-environment 
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For Reform congregations: 
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 
http://rac.org/advocacy/issues/issueenv/ 
Union for Reform Judaism 
http://urj.org/green/ 
Greening Guides: http://urj.org/green/building/checklist/ 
 
For Conservative congregations: 
The United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism Sustainability Resources 
http://www.uscj.org/JewishLivingandLearning/SocialAction/Sustainability.aspx 
http://www.uscj.org/JewishLivingandLearning/SocialAction/ConservativeJewishActionCenter/TheEnvironm
ent.aspx 
 
For Orthodox congregations: 
Canfei Nesharim 
http://www.canfeinesharim.org/ 
 
For Reconstructionist congregations: 
The Reconstructionist Federation 
http://jrf.org/Sustainable_Synagogue_Resources 
 
 
Jewish Climate Education Resources 
From Torah Aura, for grades 7 and 8: 
http://www.torahaura.com/ItemDetails.aspx?ItemNo=WSENV7&Row=4 
 
From the Shalom Center, for teens: 
http://www.shalomctr.org/node/1363 
 
 
Texts to Inform a Jewish Response to Climate Change 
Compiled by Rabbi Fred Scherlinder Dobb for the Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life 
 
The stakes are high. We can’t afford to make too much of a mess. 
“G-d led Adam around all the trees of the Garden of Eden. And G-d said to Adam: 'See My works, how good 
and praiseworthy they are?! And all that I have created, I made for you. [But,] be mindful then that you do 
not spoil and destroy My world - for if you spoil it, there is no one after you to repair it.’” 
—Midrash Qohelet Rabbah 7:13 (Commentary on Ecclesiastes); ca. 8th Century CE 
 
Remember whose Earth it is in the first place, and what we’re supposed to be doing with it. 
“The Earth is G-d’s, and the fullness thereof; the settled land, and its inhabitants.” 
—Tehillim/Psalm 24:1 
“The land shall not be sold forever; for the land is Mine; you are strangers and sojourners with me.” 
—Vayikra/Leviticus 25:23 
“God placed the human in the Garden of Eden, l’ovdah (to serve/till) u’l’shomrah (and to guard/tend it).” 
—Bereishit/Genesis 2:15 
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Wasting anything is a shame, especially when it's so easy to use less electricity or get better mileage. 
“When you besiege a city... do not destroy (lo tashchit) any of its trees...” 
—Dvarim/Deuteronomy 20:19 
Rav Zutra said: "Whoever covers an oil lamp, or uncovers a naphtha lamp [causing them to burn fuel 
inefficiently] transgresses the law of bal tashchit.” 
—Talmud Bavli/Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 67b 
“Righteous people ... do not waste in this world even a mustard seed. They become sorrowful with every 
wasteful and destructive act that they see, and if they can, they use all their strength to save everything 
possible from destruction. But the wicked ... rejoice in the destruction of the world, just as they destroy 
themselves.” 
—Sefer HaChinuch 529; 13th Century 
 
Justice: We in the U.S. are 5% of the world’s population, yet cause a quarter of all climate pollution. 
And who will rising sea levels and other climate changes harm most? People in the poorest countries. 
“Justice, justice, you shall pursue, in order that you may live...” 
—Dvarim/Deuteronomy 16:20 
“God loves righteousness and justice; the Earth is full of God’s loving-kindness.” 
—Tehillim/Psalm 33:5 
“Do not stand idly by the blood of your neighbor ... Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
—Vayikra/Leviticus 19:16-18 
 
Preserving life: Climate change will likely cause the spread of new diseases, longer heat waves, more 
intense hurricanes, food scarcity … 
“One is forbidden from gaining a livelihood at the expense of another’s health.” 
—Rabbi Isaac ben Sheshet, Resp. 196 
 “Shabbat, like all the mitzvot (commandments), is pushed aside by danger to human life.” 
—Rambam/Maimonides, MT Zmanim 2:1 
 
Saving endangered species: Everything’s part of the plan, yet global warming moves too fast for most 
of Creation to adapt, threatening many species and whole ecosystems. 
“Even those creatures you deem superfluous in the world — like flies, fleas, and gnats — nevertheless have 
their allotted task in the scheme of Creation.” 
—Midrash Shmot Rabbah/Commentary on Exodus 10:1 
“It should not be believed that all beings exist for the sake of humanity’s existence ... [rather] all the other 
beings, too, have been intended for their own sakes...” 
—Rambam/Maimonides, Guide of the Perplexed III 
 
The Precautionary Principle: We must take action even in an uncertain situation. 
“When you build a new house, you shall make a parapet for your roof, so that you do not bring bloodguilt on 
your house if anyone should fall from it.” 
—Dvarim/Deuteronomy 22:8 
… from which Rambam/Maimonides deduces: 
“Similarly with all potentially dangerous objects. Remove them far from yourselves and from the way of the 
community.” 
—MT Hilchot De'ot 
“A burning object left in a place where the public can be injured by it — one is allowed to extinguish it [even 
on Shabbat], whether it’s of metal or of wood.” 
—Yosef Caro in Shulchan Aruch, Oreh Hayim 334:27 
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“A sick person in danger—we attend to all their needs on Shabbat, at the advice of skilled local healer. If 
there is a doubt whether or not we need to violate the Shabbat for them — or if one doctor says to ... but 
another doctor says there’s no need — we violate the Shabbat for them, since [even] doubtful danger to 
human life pushes aside the Shabbat.” 
—Rambam/Maimonides, MT Zmanim 2:1 
“... We don’t need an expert [to save a life by violating other laws like Shabbat], since ... [even] doubtful 
danger to human life [makes the law] lenient. And it’s forbidden to delay the [treatment]...” 
—Tur, Oreh Hayim 328 
Yosef Caro adds: "The one who rushes to [take action in an uncertain case of danger to human life], look, 
this is praiseworthy! But the one who [stops to] ask, look, this is a murderer.” 


