
!

www.InterfaithPowerandLight.org 
!

 
Materials for Bahá'í Faith 

Submitted by: 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá'ís of the U.S. 

 
Selected Prayer Readings for Devotional Gatherings 

 
To the hosts: These materials are offered as a resource for reflection and meditation on themes of climate 
change and environmental stewardship. The selections have been drawn from the Sacred Texts of the Bahá’í 
Faith, which are sources of guidance relevant to the needs of the age we live in. While the writings may not 
give explicit instructions on how to respond to the threats of climate change, meditating on the themes 
therein will inspire and assist those who arise to take action, whether as individual initiative or collective 
response. In preparing for your devotional program, you may wish to choose holy writings from this 
compilation, add prayers and scripture from the world’s other great religious traditions, and intersperse the 
readings with befitting musical selections. 
 
Introduction: The first few passages are extracts from documents published by the Bahá’í International 
Community that introduce the Bahá’í perspective on ushering in an era of planetary justice, prosperity and 
unity. They can be shared either beforehand to put the selection of prayers and writings into context or after 
the devotional program to stimulate discussion. 
 

“Conservation and Sustainable Development in the Bahá'í Faith” 
Bahá’í International Community statement, May 3, 1995, Windsor, England 

 
For Bahá’ís, Bahá'u'lláh's promise that civilization will exist on this planet for a 

minimum of five thousand centuries makes it unconscionable to ignore the long-term 
impact of decisions made today. The world community must, therefore, learn to make use 
of the earth's natural resources, both renewable and non-renewable, in a manner that 
ensures sustainability into the distant reaches of time. … 
 
  Only a comprehensive vision of a global society, supported by universal values 
and principles, can inspire individuals to take responsibility for the long-term care and 
protection of the natural environment.  Bahá’ís find such a world-embracing vision and 
system of values in the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh – teachings which herald an era of 
planetary justice, prosperity and unity. … 
 
  The oneness of humanity is the fundamental spiritual and social truth shaping our 
age. …  
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lessed is the spot, and the house, and the place, and the city, and the heart, and the mountain, and the 
refuge, and the cave, and the valley, and the land, and the sea, and the island, and the meadow where 
mention of God hath been made, and His praise glorified.       

 
                 - Bahá'u'lláh, Bahá’í Prayers, p. i, U.S. Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 2002 
 

agnified be Thy name, O Lord my God! Thou art He Whom all things worship and Who worshipeth 
no one, Who is the Lord of all things and is the vassal of none, Who knoweth all things and is known 
of none. Thou didst wish to make Thyself known unto men; therefore, Thou didst, through a word of 

Thy mouth, bring creation into being and fashion the universe. There is none other God except Thee, the 
Fashioner, the Creator, the Almighty, the Most Powerful.           
 
       - Bahá'u'lláh, Bahá’í Prayers, p. 138, U.S. Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 2002  
 

aving created the world and all that liveth and moveth therein, He, through the direct operation of His 
unconstrained and sovereign Will, chose to confer upon man the unique distinction and capacity to 
know Him and to love Him -- a capacity that must needs be regarded as the generating impulse and the 

primary purpose underlying the whole of creation.... Upon the inmost reality of each and every created thing 
He hath shed the light of one of His names, and made it a recipient of the glory of one of His attributes. Upon 
the reality of man, however, He hath focused the radiance of all of His names and attributes, and made it a 
mirror of His own Self. Alone of all created things man hath been singled out for so great a favor, so 
enduring a bounty.       
 
         - Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 65, U.S. Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1990 
 

ature in its essence is the embodiment of My Name, the Maker, the Creator. Its manifestations are 
diversified by varying causes, and in this diversity there are signs for men of discernment. Nature is 
God's Will and is its expression in and through the contingent world. It is a dispensation of Providence 

ordained by the Ordainer, the All-Wise.                        
 

                  - Bahá'u'lláh, Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh Revealed After the Kitáb-i-Aqdas, p. 142, U.S. Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1988 
                        

hatever I behold I readily discover that it maketh Thee known unto me, and it remindeth me of Thy 
signs, and of Thy tokens, and of Thy testimonies. By Thy glory! Every time I lift up mine eyes unto 
Thy heaven, I call to mind Thy highness and Thy loftiness, and Thine incomparable glory and 

greatness; and every time I turn my gaze to Thine earth, I am made to recognize the evidences of Thy power 
and the tokens of Thy bounty. And when I behold the sea, I find that it speaketh to me of Thy majesty, and of 
the potency of Thy might, and of Thy sovereignty and Thy grandeur. And at whatever time I contemplate the 
mountains, I am led to discover the ensigns of Thy victory and the standards of Thine Omnipotence.             
 
                  - Bahá'u'lláh, Prayers and Meditations by Bahá'u'lláh, p. 272, U.S. Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1987 
 

egard ye the world as a man’s body, which is afflicted with divers ailments, and the recovery of which 
dependeth upon the harmonizing of all its component elements.                          
 

                     - Bahá’u’lláh, The Summons of the Lord of Hosts, p. 80, Bahá’í World Centre, 2002  
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very man of discernment, while walking upon the earth, feeleth indeed abashed, inasmuch as he is fully 
aware that the thing which is the source of his prosperity, his wealth, his might, his exaltation, his 
advancement and power is, as ordained by God, the very earth which is trodden beneath the feet of all 

men. There can be no doubt that whoever is cognizant of this truth, is cleansed and sanctified from all pride, 
arrogance, and vainglory....    
 
              - Bahá'u'lláh, Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 44, U.S. Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1988  
 

very created thing in the whole universe is but a door leading into His knowledge, a sign of His 
sovereignty, a revelation of His names, a symbol of His majesty, a token of His power, a means of 
admittance into His straight Path....          

  
             - Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 65, U.S. Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1990 
 

son of man! If thine eyes be turned towards mercy, forsake the things that profit thee and cleave unto 
that which will profit mankind. And if thine eyes be turned towards justice, choose for thy neighbor 
that which thou choosest for thyself.                         

 
              - Bahá’u’lláh, Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 29, U.S. Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1988 
 

hoso cleaveth to justice, can, under no circumstances, transgress the limits of moderation. He 
discerneth the truth in all things, through the guidance of Him Who is the All-Seeing. The 
civilization, so often vaunted by the learned exponents of arts and sciences, will, if allowed to 

overleap the bounds of moderation, bring great evil upon men. Thus warneth you He Who is the All-
Knowing. If carried to excess, civilization will prove as prolific a source of evil as it had been of goodness 
when kept within the restraints of moderation. Meditate on this, O people, and be not of them that wander 
distraught in the wilderness of error. The day is approaching when its flame will devour the cities, when the 
Tongue of Grandeur will proclaim: “The Kingdom is God’s, the Almighty, the All-Praised!”              
 
             - Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 65, U.S. Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1990 
 
 

SON OF SPIRIT! The best beloved of all things in My sight is Justice; turn not away therefrom if thou 
desirest Me, and neglect it not that I may confide in thee. By its aid thou shalt see with thine own eyes 
and not through the eyes of others, and shalt know of thine own knowledge and not through the 

knowledge of thy neighbor. Ponder this in thy heart; how it behooveth thee to be. Verily justice is My gift to 
thee and the sign of My loving-kindness. Set it then before thine eyes.                           
 
        - Bahá’u’lláh, The Hidden Words of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 3, U.S. Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1985 
 

rom the sweet-scented streams of Thine eternity give me to drink, O my God, and of the fruits of the tree 
of Thy being enable me to taste, O my Hope!  From the crystal springs of Thy love suffer me to quaff, O 
my Glory, and beneath the shadow of Thine everlasting providence let me abide, O my Light!  Within 

the meadows of Thy nearness, before Thy presence, make me able to roam, O my Beloved, and at the right 
hand of the throne of Thy mercy, seat me, O my Desire!  From the fragrant breezes of Thy joy let a breath 
pass over me, O my Goal, and into the heights of the paradise of Thy reality let me gain admission, O my 
Adored One!  To the melodies of the dove of Thy oneness suffer me to hearken, O Resplendent One, and 
through the spirit of Thy power and Thy might quicken me, O my Provider!  In the spirit of Thy love keep 
me steadfast, O my Succorer, and in the path of Thy good pleasure set firm my steps, O my Maker!  Within 
the garden of Thine immortality, before Thy countenance, let me abide for ever, O Thou Who art merciful 
unto me, and upon the seat of Thy glory stablish me, O Thou Who art my Possessor!  To the heaven of Thy 
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loving-kindness lift me up, O my Quickener, and unto the Daystar of Thy guidance lead me, O Thou my 
Attractor!  Before the revelations of Thine invisible spirit summon me to be present, O Thou Who art my 
Origin and my Highest Wish, and unto the essence of the fragrance of Thy beauty, which Thou wilt manifest, 
cause me to return, O Thou Who art my God! 
Potent art Thou to do what pleaseth Thee.  Thou art, verily, the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious, the All-
Highest.       
 
    - Bahá'u'lláh, Prayers and Meditations by Bahá'u'lláh, p. 272, U.S. Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1987 
 

very age hath its own problem, and every soul its particular aspiration. The remedy the world needeth in 
its present-day afflictions can never be the same as that which a subsequent age may require. Be 
anxiously concerned with the needs of the age ye live in, and center your deliberations on its exigencies 

and requirements.               
 
          - Bahá'u'lláh, The Tabernacle of Unity, p. 5, Bahá’í World Centre, 2006 
 

he second attribute of perfection is justice and impartiality. This means to have no regard for one's own 
personal benefits and selfish advantages, and to carry out the laws of God without the slightest concern 
for anything else. It means to see one's self as only one of the servants of God, the All-Possessing; and 

except for aspiring to spiritual distinction, never attempting to be singled out from the others. It means to 
consider the welfare of the community as one's own. It means, in brief, to regard humanity as a single 
individual, and one's own self as a member of that corporeal form, and to know of a certainty that if pain or 
injury afflicts any member of that body, it must inevitably result in suffering for all the rest.   
            
 
                   -  ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Secret of Divine Civilization, p. 39, U.S. Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1990 
      

hen, however, thou dost contemplate the innermost essence of all things, and the individuality of 
each, thou wilt behold the signs of thy Lord's mercy in every created thing, and see the spreading rays 
of His Names and Attributes throughout all the realm of being, with evidences which none will deny 

save the forward and the unaware. Then wilt thou observe that the universe is a scroll that discloseth His 
hidden secrets, which are preserved in the well-guarded Tablet. And not an atom of all the atoms in 
existence, not a creature from amongst the creatures but speaketh His praise and telleth of His attributes and 
names, revealeth the glory of His might and guideth to His oneness and His mercy: and none will gainsay 
this who hath ears to hear, eyes to see, and a mind that is sound.                        
 
       -  `Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of `Abdu'l-Bahá , p. 41, Bahá’í World Centre, 1982 
 

God, O Thou Who hast cast Thy splendor over the luminous realities of men, shedding upon them the 
resplendent lights of knowledge and guidance, and hast chosen them out of all created things for this 
supernal grace, and hast caused them to encompass all things, to understand their inmost essence, and 

to disclose their mysteries, bringing them forth out of darkness into the visible world!  “He verily showeth 
His special mercy to whomsoever He will.” 
O Lord, help Thou Thy loved ones to acquire knowledge and the sciences and arts, and to unravel the secrets 
that are treasured up in the inmost reality of all created beings.  Make them to hear the hidden truths that are 
written and embedded in the heart of all that is.  Make them to be ensigns of guidance amongst all creatures, 
and piercing rays of the mind shedding forth their light in this, the “first life.”  Make them to be leaders unto 
Thee, guides unto Thy path, runners urging men on to Thy Kingdom. 
Thou verily art the Powerful, the Protector, the Potent, the Defender, the Mighty, the Most Generous.  
 
     - ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Bahá’í Prayers, p. 103, U.S. Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1991 
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onsider the world of created beings, how varied and diverse they are in species, yet with one sole origin. 
All the differences that appear are those of outward form and color. This diversity of type is apparent 
throughout the whole of nature.         

 
                 - `Abdu'l-Bahá, Paris Talks, p. 51, UK Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1972  
     

he oneness of mankind... implies an organic change in the structure of present-day society, a change 
such as the world has not yet experienced.... It calls for no less than the reconstruction and the 
demilitarization of the whole civilized world - a world organically unified in all the essential aspects of 

its life, its political machinery, its spiritual aspiration, its trade and finance, its script and language, and yet 
infinite in the diversity of the national characteristics of its federated units.                                 
 
                  - Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 43, U.S. Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1991  
 
  

ere one to observe with an eye that discovereth the realities of all things, it would become clear that 
the greatest relationship that bindeth the world of being together lieth in the range of created things 
themselves, and that cooperation, mutual aid and reciprocity are essential characteristics in the 

unified body of the world of being, inasmuch as all created things are closely related together and each is 
influenced by the other or deriveth benefit therefrom, either directly or indirectly…. Hence it was stated that 
co-operation and reciprocity are essential properties which are inherent in the unified system of the world of 
existence, and without which the entire creation would be reduced to nothingness.    
            
          - ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Compilation: !uqúqu’lláh—The Right of God, p. 7, Bahá’í World Centre, 2007   
 

eflect upon the inner realities of the universe, the secret wisdoms involved, the enigmas, the inter-
relationships, the rules that govern all. For every part of the universe is connected with every other part 
by ties that are very powerful and admit of no imbalance, nor any slackening whatever. In the physical 

realm of creation, all things are eaters and eaten: the plant drinketh in the mineral, the animal doth crop and 
swallow down the plant, man doth feed upon the animal, and the mineral devoureth the body of man. 
Physical bodies are transferred past one barrier after another, from one life to another, and all things are 
subject to transformation and change, save only the essence of existence itself -- since it is constant and 
immutable, and upon it is founded the life of every species and kind, of every contingent reality throughout 
the whole of creation. 
Whensoever thou dost examine, through a microscope, the water man drinketh, the air he doth breathe, thou 
wilt see that with every breath of air, man taketh in an abundance of animal life, and with every draught of 
water, he also swalloweth down a great variety of animals. How could it ever be possible to put a stop to this 
process? For all creatures are eaters and eaten, and the very fabric of life is reared upon this fact. Were it not 
so, the ties that interlace all created things within the universe would be unravelled.  
             
       - `Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 157 Selections from the Writings of `Abdu'l-Bahá , p. 157, Bahá’í World Centre, 1982 
 

oday the world of humanity is in need of international unity and conciliation. To establish these great 
fundamental principles a propelling power is needed. It is self-evident that the unity of the human world 
and the Most Great Peace cannot be accomplished through material means. They cannot be established 

through political power, for the political interests of nations are various and the policies of peoples are 
divergent and conflicting. They cannot be founded through racial or patriotic power, for these are human 
powers, selfish and weak. The very nature of racial differences and patriotic prejudices prevents the 
realization of this unity and agreement. Therefore, it is evidenced that the promotion of the oneness of the 
kingdom of humanity, which is the essence of the teachings of all the Manifestations of God, is impossible 
except through the divine power and breaths of the Holy Spirit. Other powers are too weak and are incapable 
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of accomplishing this. For man two wings are necessary. One wing is physical power and material 
civilization; the other is spiritual power and divine civilization. With one wing only, flight is impossible. 
Two wings are essential. Therefore, no matter how much material civilization advances, it cannot attain to 
perfection except through the uplift of spiritual civilization.  
 
         - `Abdu'l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 12, U.S. Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1982 
 

e cannot segregate the human heart from the environment outside us and say that once one of these is 
reformed everything will be improved. Man is organic with the world. His inner life moulds the 
environment and is itself also deeply affected by it. The one acts upon the other and every abiding 

change in the life of man is the result of these mutual reactions.         
        
              
              - Shoghi Effendi, The Compilation of Compilations, 101, Bahá’í Publications Australia, 1991  
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