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    Interfaith Power & Light

Climate and Stewardship – Earth Day Film Discussion Guide

These discussion questions are designed for a 30-40 minute small group conversation after viewing one of the three films provided for Earth Day: A Sea Change, Dirty Business, or Dirt.
1) Take a few minutes to introduce yourself and tell people about Interfaith Power & Light in your state as well as the national campaign. 

The Interfaith Power & Light campaign is mobilizing a national religious response to global warming while promoting renewable energy, energy efficiency and conservation. There are Interfaith Power & Light affiliates in 34 states with over 10,000 congregations involved. These nonprofit organizations help people put their faith into action, educate people of faith on climate and energy issues, and help congregations serve as models of good energy stewardship. 
2) To get the ball rolling, you may want to share your thoughts on the film, drawing out the parts that resonated for you as a person of faith.  For example:

A Sea Change:

I felt the grandfather who narrates the film really puts our responsibility to the next generation in concrete terms through his dialogue with his grandson. 
Dirty Business:

Seeing the beauty of the Appalachian mountains turned into moonscapes, and hearing that the soil had been so destroyed that nothing but weeds would ever grow back - was a wake up call and to me seems like a sacrilegious act.

Dirt

I was surprised to hear that "floods, drought, climate change, even war are all directly related to the way we are treating dirt."
3) Ask the group: Have you ever thought about your faith as compelling you to care for the environment? What does it mean to be a good steward?

4) Invite everyone to turn to another person and relate one image or idea that surprised, moved or challenged them. Invite anyone to share what they or their partner said.
5) If there are any children or teenagers present, ask them to explain what they learned from this movie.

6) Invite individuals to suggest an action that they can do individually or together to address global warming. (Conserve energy, plant trees, walk or bike to school or work)

7) Each movie also described possible solutions. Ask people to describe one reason they are hopeful for the future. 
8) Collect contact information so Interfaith Power & Light can keep them apprised of ways they can be involved in this campaign. Provide contact information for your state Interfaith Power & Light office. 
Please write down any feedback or suggestions you have for the organizers of this film screening, and return it along with the sign up sheet either to your state IPL office or to the IPL national office at: 
Interfaith Power & Light Earth Day Film Screening

c/o Bill Bradlee

220 Montgomery St. Suite 450

San Francisco, CA 94104
PHONE: (415)561-4891

FAX: (415) 561-4892
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